
Park Areas and Natural Assets

IDENTIFY FORMATIVE SYSTEMS AND FEATURES
Including runoff, overland flow, stormflow, stream flow and 
corresponding features like swales, channels, and wetlands.

Require no net loss of critical 
or sensitive habitats located 
within the development shore 
zone (riparian, intertidal, and 
subtidal zone).

Site buildings 30 meters from 
the natural boundary of any 
waterbody where possible.

Require all coastal development 
to avoid any impacts to longshore 
sediment transport. Try to emulate 
a natural shoreline environment 
that does not require any shore 
protection  works.

Allow for public access to 
the shoreline as an amenity 

without compromising sensitive 
environmental areas.

Plan for sea level rise by calculating 
future natural boundary/high water 
marks and provide adequate setbacks 
from these new levels.

Reduce lighting levels within the shore 
zone to as great an extent as possible, 
without creating safety issues.

Remediate contaminated sites where 
possible, and rehabilitate degraded 
habitat within the shore zone.

Strive to capture, convey, and infiltrate all 
rainwater from any hard surfaces on site rather 

than directing it to a storm system during 
development.  

Treat shoreline areas and upland riparian 
zones as  public ‘common areas’ and 

conservation areas, and to buffer the 
shore zone from upland developments.

Site Adaptive Planning for Greenfield Sites Shoreline Protection Measures Environmental Development Permit Area Guidelines
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Information depicted is conceptual and generalized. Boundaries are approximate and may not
be consistent with actual property lines or geographical features. For clarification and
interpretation, please consult with the Colwood Planning Department.

Sensitive foreshore areas extend from the low tide mark to
11m elevation above the sea where it is common to have a
very high water table, except with regards to Esquimalt
Lagoon which has been buffered to 100m from the high
water mark or 11m above the sea, which ever is greater.

DRAFT

Environmental Development Permit 
Area (EDPA) Guidelines create special 
requirements for developments in 
riparian, marine shoreland, sensitive 
ecosystem, and hillside areas. These areas 
are shown in the map to the left.

Since protecting Colwood’s natural 
assets were identified as a community 
priority, the EDPA guidelines have been 
strengthened in order to protect the 
natural environment, its ecosystems, and 
biological diversity. New development 
must take a site adaptive planning 
approach.

To review the detailed updated EDPA 
guidelines, please review Sections 18-22 of 
the draft OCP available at this event and 
online at www.colwood.ca/ocp 

OUTLINE A FRAMEWORK AND PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT
Compare the site analysis with the proposed development 
program to identify opportunities and constraints.

MAP OUT A SITE ANALYSIS
Provide maps that identify key site formes and features 
including those earmarked for protection by the community.




