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A Network of Vibrant Centers

- Liveable Neighbourhoods
A Walkable Community

ﬁ Comfortable Cycling Facilities

% Convenient and Attractive Transit

ﬁ Complete Streets
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The Transportation Master Plan represents a significant opportunity for the City, as it will play a

key role in achieving the City’s goals for transportation, but will also help to achieve the City’s

broader community aspirations and commitments towards livability and sustainability.

Inadditiontoaddressing the broad-arching goals of livability and sustainability, the Transportation

Master Plan has six overarching themes to direct the Plan. These themes are:
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Support the City’s economic development aspirations by creating walking,
bicycle-friendly, and transit supportive centres.

Enhance local residential streets to improve safety, quality and liveability by

managing the adverse impacts from vehicle traffic.

Make walking safe, comfortable, accessible and a pleasant mobility choice for
people of all ages and abilities

Connect vibrant centres with a complete bicycle network which enhances
connectivity and improves the comfort level of bicycle facilities both locally and

regionally.

Examine the role of transit within a multi-modal framework to support and shape
land use patterns and other City aspirations.

Accommodate growth and development with an efficient multi-modal road

network to access destinations throughout the City.
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This section explores each theme explored in detail and establishes a series of strategies, policies,

and actions for each theme.
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A Vibrant Centre is an area which

is full of energy and life, and

characterized by the rapid and RIEEC IR EHE

rhythmic movement of people. REGIONAL
. . » Colwood City Centre
To support such vibrancy requires

support for all modes of mobility, S

Royal Bay Village Centre

enticing activities and attractionsl Allandale Mixed-Use Employment Centre

and an easily accessible location
Sooke Neighbourhood Centre

with supportive land uses. The el e s e Gorte

Transportation Master Plan Latoria & Veterans Memorial Parkway
. . . Neighbourhood Centre
identifies a network of Vibrant Emerging Neighbourhood Centres

Centres throughout the City.

Establishing a network of Vibrant Centres throughout Colwood is fundamental to attracting
economic development and identifying a framework for land use and transportation planning
priorities. Due to the diversity in density, service orientation, and scale of the various vibrant
centres identified throughout the Transportation Master Plan, the Vibrant Centres have been
categorized into three classes for the purposes of associating appropriate strategies, policies and
actions as they relate to a diverse range of transportation needs. The three categories, described
below, consist of a Regional Centre, Urban Centres, and Local Centres with the most notable
transformative opportunities associated with Colwood City Centre, Royal Bay Village, and the
Allandale lands.

Colwood is fortunate that many of the identified Vibrant Centres are just now coming into
development and therefore have the opportunity to choose whether they want to develop parks
or parkades, plazas or malls, urban villages or suburbs. This section of the Transportation Master
Plan supports the sustainability goals of the Colwood’s OCP and the CRD’s related plans. It is

intended to support the development of great places in addition to great transportation options.
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Setting the Stage Shaping Influences Overall Directions Strategic Directions Implementation
and Actions
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4.1.1 REGIONAL CENTRE

Colwood City Centre has been identified as a Vibrant Regional Centre. Colwood City Centre
surrounds the intersection of Goldstream Avenue, Sooke Road and Island Highway. The existing
land uses support a regional growth centre with institutional, office, commercial, light industrial,
and major civic uses. The area is intended to be a significant location for community gathering.
This will be accomplished with art and entertainment activities, public squares, parks and open

space.

This vibrant centre will have numerous inter-city and inter-regional multi-modal transportation
connections. Itis located along both frequent and regional transit network routes, and with higher
population and employment densities it will be able to support higher transit ridership and more
walking and cycling. In local and regional plans, Colwood City Centre is a strategic transportation
hub. It exemplifies the characteristics for future Transit Oriented Development (TOD), with plans
for more compact housing types, a variety of employment opportunities, and excellent regional

transportation accessibility.

The Crown of the City Source: Colwood OCP, pg 3-5

Colwood City Centre is identified in the CRD’s Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) as a ‘complete

mobility hub’and is intended to provide services consistent with the definition obelow.

“Complete Hubs are areas with high levels of multi-modal transportation activity.
They are locations of major trip origins or destinations both in the peak and
off-peak periods, are served by multiple or frequent transit routes, and include

convenient access to bikeways, arterials, and major collector roads. These hubs
have an attractive urban design that encourages high pedestrian volumes.”

(CRD, Regional Transportation Plan, 2014)
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As development progresses and population densities increase, there will be renewed demand
for high quality, inter-city and inter-regional transit connections throughout Colwood and
surrounding areas. Through the integration of land use and transportation planning, and in
association with urban design improvements, it is possible to provide the setting for a transit-
oriented, walkable, and bicycle-friendly community which is inherently less dependent on
private automobile use. The area will support a rich context for a socially connected pedestrian

environment supporting local and regional economic development.

To ensure an integrated approach to land use and transportation planning, a local area plan
should be completed to fully take advantage of the location. The location is intercepted by the
Galloping Goose Regional Trail, which has the opportunity for significant regional cycling traffic.
Improvements to the trail are critical as there are current gaps in the network in Colwood. As
part of the growth of the Colwood City Centre, the municipality will encourage the building of a
grade-separated trail over the Island Highway to close the gap in the Galloping Goose and ensure

cycling connectivity. This attractive bridge will also act as a gateway to Colwood.

Mobility requirements to support the vibrancy of Colwood’s Regional Centre include the provision
of an excellent pedestrian environment and the support for high quality transit connections both

locally and regionally.

Vibrant Urban Centres are planned to become significant areas of local mixed-use commercial and
services, and support more compact forms of residential development in the near future. Both
the Royal Bay Village Centre and Allandale Mixed-Use Employment Centre have been identified

as Urban Centres.

Row Housing & Infill

‘ X Pocket Parks & P~ il
i - Greenway Walks
A Integrated Community
! 7 Facilities & Clubhouses
| . Waterfront Park Walkway
&Recreational Amenities

Open Views

Primary Corridor = — —
&Transportation

Narrow Secondary
Network

Corridor Character on
the Waterfront

A Concept for our Village Centre Source: Colwood OCP, pg 3-8
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is currently under development and is planned to take full advantage of
the stunning waterfront setting on the shores of the Juan De Fuca Strait. Royal Bay Village Centre
is poised to be highly attractive to new residents, business, and investment. As approved in an
OCP amendment, this Vibrant Urban Centre is predominately residential featuring a variety of
housing types. The development will offer affordable housing, rental housing, and the provision
of commercial services and amenities to support the daily needs of local residents. Parks and
open spaces will be integrated throughout the area along with educational, health and child care
facilities to serve the needs of residents. Transit connections will be provided to accommodate

residents’local and regional trips.

The Royal Bay Local Area Plan proposes a comprehensive approach to developing the Urban
Centre with mixed-use development and moderate to high densities planned for the Commons
and the Landing neighbourhoods. The 2,300 new units will provide a population base to support

a broad range of commercial and transportation services.

Source: Royal Bay Local Area Plan
has been recognized in the Colwood OCP as an
emerging Vibrant Urban Centre. It has a strategic location and provides an excellent opportunity

for comprehensive development that supports employment and housing needs. The OCP

| Transportation Master Plan



recognizes the area as predominately a workplace area that would permit a range of business
(commercial, accommodation, institutional, and light industrial) and housing types (live-
work, mixed-use, student housing, and rental). Parks, public squares, open space, and active
transportation greenways would be integrated throughout the area with inter-city and/or
regional transit and active transportation linkages to connect employees to the employment

centre.

To support the vibrancy of this future urban centre, local and regional transit connections, quality
cycling and pedestrian connections, and a diverse range of supportive land uses are required. A
neighbourhood plan should be completed to ensure comprehensive integration of these land

use and transportation components including connections to arterial roads.

A Concept for our Mixed-Use Employment Centre at Allandale Pit
Source: Colwood OCP, pg 3-12

Vibrant Local Centres are neighbourhood centres at key intersections within the existing and
emerging neighbourhood areas. Neighbourhood centres identified in the OCP are medium
density mixed-use nodes surrounded by low to medium density housing. A notable example of a
Vibrant Local Centre is at the intersection of Latoria Road and Veterans Memorial Parkway, where

there is a mix of residential densities and local commercial services.

Neighbourhood Centre
Source: Colwood OCP, pg 3-14
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Mixed-use commercial intensification at key intersections should be serviced by transit, walking
and cycling. The provision of safe routes to schools, community facilities, and other institutional
uses should be encouraged through traffic calming and improvements to cycling and pedestrian

infrastructure.

4.1.4 STRATEGIC DIRECTION AND ACTIONS

ning in the development of compact,

, cycling, transit service, and economic

mproved facilities and infrastructure
ant Centres

STRATEGIC DIRECTION

-

Integrate land use and transportation planning in the development of compact, mixed-use

vibrant centres to support walking, cycling, transit service, and economic development.

(oo () ]

1. ENCOURAGE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY THROUGH IMPROVED FACILITIES
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Economic activity and social well-being is enhanced with the presence of pedestrian activity.
Colwood’s OCP supports the concept of walking. It notes that an attractive pedestrian environment

complemented by a range of uses will encourage people to walk rather than drive when residing
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within 800 metres (e.g. a 10 minute walk) from local services. To support the identified targets
for pedestrian mode share and encourage a vibrant public realm, the following actions aim to

encourage walkability as a primary mode within all of the Vibrant Centres.

A Safe Pedestrian Environment. Prioritize pedestrian safety within and around the identified
Vibrant Centres by building sidewalks, reducing travel speeds via traffic calming features,
developing pedestrian prioritized plazas, and implementing support facilities consistent

with Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) features.

Make Walking Convenient and Accessible. Implement urban design tools to support
‘filtered accessibility, which provides access to pedestrians and cyclists but discourages
automobile traffic. Encourage walking so it is the most convenient means of mobility within
the Vibrant Centres.

Create Attractive Pedestrian Spaces. Enhance sidewalks and pedestrian facilities to make
them more attractive by using wide pathways, quality surfacing, pedestrian-oriented lighting,
universal accessibility, abundant seating and tables, wayfinding, landscaping, recreational

and entertainment amenities, and public art.

Attract the Right Businesses. Encourage businesses to integrate with the public realm
through the use of terraces, outdoor seating, and dynamic store frontages. Limit large format
retail outlets or businesses associated with automobile services. Support food and beverage

commercial services and encourage retailers to maintain evening business hours.

Concentrating future growth within the identified Vibrant Centres helps establish a framework
for where to prioritize transportation corridors throughout the City. Accommodating for a
diverse range of mobility needs within a shared travel corridor or Right of Way is often referred
to as achieving a“Complete Street”. The following actions support the development of Complete

Streets to connect the Vibrant Centres throughout Colwood.

Plan for Future Transit Exchanges and Stations. Allocate suitable lands for the provision
of future transit exchange facilities within Regional and Urban Centres (such as Colwood
City Centre, Royal Bay and Allandale Lands), and transit stations at key intersections of the
various Local Centres. Ensure that Colwood City Centre transit exchange incorporates the

determined needs for a future Bus Rapid Transit/Light Rail Transit Exchange as determined in
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the BC Transit Future Plan, and enhances the quality and frequency of transit stations at key
intersections within Local Centre neighbourhood nodes, including appropriate passenger

amenities.

Enhance Cycling and Pedestrian connections. Provide safe routes between Vibrant Centres
for cyclists and pedestrians with separated bicycle lanes on arterial and collector roads.
Provide end-of-trip facilities such as bicycle racks or long term bicycle parking at Regional

Centres to support regional multi-modal trips.

Reduce Vehicle Traffic. Utilize transportation demand management strategies to discourage
automobile usage. This can include reducing available parking, limiting vehicle access to
services, limiting parking to short term or pay parking, reducing parking requirements, and/

or providing various incentives to pedestrians, cyclists, transit users and carpool users.

Supportive Land Use Zoning. Support flexible land use zoning typologies to encourage a
variety of civic, institutional, and commercial interests, in addition to a diversity of residential
densities, within the context of Regional, Urban and Local Centres. This will support transit-

oriented development and supply local community needs.

Maximize benefits from Developer Contributions. Update Colwood’s Roads Development
Cost Charges (DCC) bylaw immediately to capitalize on the opportunity to contribute to
transportation improvements for walking, cycling and transit initiatives, as well as the more

typical capacity improvements for vehicular travel.

Place-making and urban design can have significant influence over the effectiveness of a Vibrant
Centre to attract new businesses, residents, and economic development opportunities. The

Colwood OCP recognizes that

“Thoughtful urban design is one of our community’s most powerful tools to advance the quality of life
of our residents, as well as the competitive advantage and attractiveness of the community, which is

so critical for attracting business, investment and jobs.” (Colwood OCP, 2008)

From the strategic location of Colwood City Centre to the beautiful waterfront of Royal Bay
Village, the following actions support the continual development of Vibrant Centres as unique

and attractive places for people and commerce.

| Transportation Master Plan



Develop Public Space to Enhance Quality of Life. In large Vibrant Centres develop public
plazas that support civic activities and attract a diversity of users. Beautify the streetscape
with attractive landscaping, quality surfacing materials, and intriguing signage and public art.
Separate pedestrians from the noise and pollution of automobile traffic and create ‘lbumping

places’ where residents can catch up, chat or recreate together.

Urban Design for the People. To support human scale development the following sample

urban design recommendations apply:

Encourage ground floor commercial uses fronting onto pedestrian priority zones (i.e.

plazas, greenways, traffic calmed local roads),

minimize vehicle parking fronting commercial uses from arterial or collector roads,
encourage underground parking and reduced parking ratio requirements, and
limit vehicle access to encourage walking from store to store.

Enhance the Landscape with Public Art. Encourage various mediums of public art along
prominent pedestrian and cycling corridors and pedestrian plazas. Create a public art policy
with an accompanying budget that provides a process to acquire public art and display it in

prominent locations.

Partnerships. Identify strategic opportunities to work in partnership with developers, other
governments or community groups to implement urban improvement projects. The public

art project is one example of such a partnership.
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Colwood'’s neighbourhoods are the building blocks of the community. Each neighbourhood’s
unique environment contributes to the overall quality of life and identity of the City. This includes
street patterns, road design and local amenities that can influence people’s travel behaviour and
mode choices. Enhancing the local street network to create local neighbourhood streets where
people can walk and bike, neighbours can chat, and children can play or sell lemonade is an

important element to supporting liveable neighbourhoods.

The residential neighbourhoods in Colwood are primarily composed of single-family residential
dwellings. In the Official Community Plan (OCP) residential neighbourhoods are identified as
controlled growth areas and any future density is limited to infill through secondary suites. There
are currently pockets of commercial and educational services, with schools, daycares and corner
stores meeting some of the neighbourhood’s daily needs. In the OCP, home-based businesses

and live-work opportunities are encouraged along more significant corridors.

On many local streets in Colwood vehicles have been prioritized in the design and management
of the street space. Many neighbourhood streets in Colwood have limited or fragmented
pedestrian infrastructure, lack traffic calming measures, and have circuitous road networks
that lead to inefficient and indirect connections for pedestrians and cyclists. There are great
opportunities to build sidewalks, slow vehicle speeds, and create connections to multi-use trails

to encourage active travel and liveable neighbourhoods.
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orks to meet local needs and

neighbourhood'’s public realm
ransportation modes for meeting

STRATEGIC DIRECTION

Enhance neighbourhood transportation networks to meet local needs and encourage active

1. SAFE LOCAL STREETS

Many Colwood citizens have raised concerns about the safety of neighbourhood streets due to

transportation.

high vehicle speeds and non-local traffic short cutting through neighbourhoods. Traffic calming
is an important tool to decrease the speed and volume of vehicles in a specific area. All local
streets in residential neighbourhoods in Colwood should be designed for, and used by, low

volume and low speed traffic.
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The City should implement traffic calming in school areas, as noted on the map below. In parallel,
the City should work with resident groups in neighbourhoods with demonstrated traffic volume,
speed or short-cutting issues. The areas should be prioritized as pilot areas for proposed traffic
calming measures and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities. The intent of these pilot areas
are to not only make streets safer for residents and celebrate these public spaces, but also to

encourage walking or other modes of active transportation as a preferred travel mode.

School Priority Areas
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Traffic calming priority areas are:

> Roads around schools to facilitate the implementation of “safe routes to school”;

> Neighbourhoods with high traffic volume, especially short-cutting traffic;

> Neighbourhoods with speed issues (e.g. criteria requires residents to be involved in

identifying streets with high traffic speeds or short-cutting issues); and,

> Greenways that provide an alternative to driving.

Traffic Calming Elements. A focus on
the design and treatments applied to
neighbourhood streets can positively
influence the shape of neighbourhoods
and the quality of life enjoyed by those
living in them. Reducing the conflicts
between road users and residents
is very important. Local road design
standards should prioritize the safety
of pedestrians and cyclists to enhance
the neighbourhoods’ safety and

enjoyment. It is also important that the

SPEED CUSHIONS

Speed Cushions are several
small speed humps installed
across the width of the road

with spaces between them.

They allow emergency

vehicles to straddle the

cushions .

consideration of any traffic calming elements incorporate the needs of emergency vehicles.

Speeds in excess of 40 km/hour are not conducive to neighbourhood liveability, yet unless

otherwise posted provincial legislation allows vehicle speeds up to 50km/hour within

neighbourhood districts. Traffic calming elements can mitigate high travel speeds which are not

appropriate for local streets.

Within the proposed traffic calmed neighbourhoods or when any local roads are being upgraded,

the City should consider physical traffic calming features such as lane narrowing, bulb-outs, or

speed cushions. Visual features such as landscaping and surface treatments can also slow traffic

speeds.

Short-cutting vehicle traffic. Some neighbourhoods in Colwood experience non-local commuter

traffic using local streets as short-cuts or as an attempt to avoid congestion on the arterial roads.

This means more and faster traffic on local streets. To decrease this behaviour, the City should55
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(ARMIVARIVNI VAR TRAFFIC CALMING TREATMENTS

CURB EXTENSIONS .

‘. . Extending the curb on one
or both sides of the roadway,
narrowing the roadway width.

DIVERTERS .

*. . Diversions of both directions of
travel on a pair of streets that
prevent car through traffic,
though are permeable by both
pedestrians and cyclists.

SPEED HUMPS .

*. . Widened speed bumps that
gently rock a car at moderate
speeds, and provides more of a
jolt at higher speeds.
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TRAFFIC CIRLCES -

‘. « Raised islands located in the
centre of intersections.

RAISED MEDIAN
INTERSECTION .

. . Medians extending through
the intersection to prevent
through and turning
movements from and to cross-
streets.

RAISED
CROSSWALKS -,

‘.« A combination of a speed
hump with a marked crosswalk.




identify vehicle short-cutting routes and implement measures to reduce the attractiveness for
short-cutting vehicles. This can be done by limiting the connectivity between local and arterial

streets, restricting vehicle access, and introducing traffic calming features.

Many of Colwood’s neighbourhood streets have been designed primarily to accommodate motor
vehicles, with limited focus on active transportation and streets as meeting places for people.

This has meant a loss of children playing and neighbours exchanging pleasantries.

One strategy to reclaim local roads is woonerf streets. Colwood’s OCP recognizes the woonerf
street asa means to‘accommodate the needs of automobile drivers but also integrate the needs of
other users, such as pedestrians, cyclists, and playing children’ The concept of the woonerf street
is highly applicable to local neighbourhood streets, especially around schools or neighbourhood
nodes where there is a concentration of pedestrian activity. This design reclaims the streets for

the needs of pedestrians and enhances the function of the road as a public space.

The City should establish a series of design standards and speed limits to reflect Colwood’s
vision for woonerf streets and seek opportunities to implement improvements through new

developments and significant road upgrades.

The City of Colwood can encourage residents to use their streets for more activities,

including block parties. This City currently provides information on hosting block parties, but
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the street closure policy is complex and onerous for the closure of smaller, local streets. The
street closure policy should be simplified and refined in cooperation with emergency services
to apply to small, local streets. Further information and small grants could also be given to local
neighbourhoods to facilitate events.

As will be discussed in the walking and cycling chapters, if the right conditions are in place in a
community, people will be more likely to choose active transportation to get to their destination.
Already 12% of trips within Colwood are on foot and there is opportunity for further growth. As
part of that, neighbourhood street design and site designs should encourage residents to walk

or cycle to meet their local needs.
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The City should implement cycling and walking infrastructure on neighbourhood streets. This
includes the sidewalk network identified in the walking chapter and traffic calming mentioned
above. Streets can be enhanced with features such as boulevards between sidewalks and curbs,
narrowing streets at crossings and intersections, and providing on-street parking, street furniture
and street trees. These features, while not explicitly traffic calming treatments, can have a calming

impact by cueing drivers to slow down and by making pedestrians and cyclists more visible.

It is also important that neighbourhoods are connected through walking and multi-use trails. As
demonstrated below, street layout within and between neighbourhoods can have a significant
impact on how direct, navigable and ultimately walkable and bikeable a community is. The City
of Colwood should ensure that the layout of any new neighbourhood is designed with pedestrian
and cyclists connectivity in mind. As well, the City should review the current neighbourhood
street networks to identify future pedestrian and cyclist access points that can provide additional
connections. Upon re-development of these key properties, the City should implement a statutory

right of way/trail dedication to connect neighbourhoods with multi-use trails.

Another component of encouraging walking and cycling in local neighbourhoods is having
destinations within the neighbourhood or nearby. Land uses such as neighbourhood commercial

uses should be supported near neighbourhood centres.
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Walking is the most basic form of transportation. It is a part of every trip, whether that trip is
made by car, transit, or bicycle. If suitable conditions exist such as the presence of a complete
connected sidewalk network and destinations within an accessible distance, research suggests

that residents will consider walking a viable transportation option.

Walking can be a convenient alternative to the automobile for almost all short trips and is also
an important recreational activity for many residents. Promoting and facilitating walking can
help reduce automobile dependence and greenhouse gas emissions, improve public health

outcomes, and help to create more liveable and vibrant communities.

Currently, 12% of all daily trips within the City of Colwood are made by walking. These trips are
typically for shopping and errands or recreational and social outings, as only 3% of residents
commute to work by foot. The limited number of walking trips, particularly for commuting
purposes, highlights challenges

with the pedestrian network Factors that discourage people in Colwood

as well as land use patterns from walking more for their day-to-day needs
that currently exist in Colwood.

N : L
These include a lack of sidewalk * Lack of time/my usual destination are too far away
connectivity (including no or i
limited sidewalks), sidewalk .HW* | often need to transport kids/ family/heavy loads

quality, difficult road crossings,

uncomfortable pedestrian

" ~ | Sidewalks are too narrow or incomplete

environments, and limited

connections to local trails. . %’, | feel unsafe with high-speed traffic close by
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Colwood has a great opportunity to increase walking. A number of neighbourhoods have a
mostly grid-like street pattern that can support a higher level of connectivity for pedestrians, and
most streets have available right-of-way to provide additional pedestrian facilities. There are also
numerous attractive trails, including the Galloping Goose Regional Trail and an extensive trail

network through the Royal Roads University campus.

Building on the Official Community Plan (OCP), Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and Pedestrian
and Cycling Master Plan (PCMP) goals, citizens of Colwood have identified a walkable community
as a top priority for the Master Transportation Plan. In response, this Plan sets bold targets to

increase the walking mode share to 10% of all trips by 2038.

To encourage walking as an accessible and enjoyable way to travel within the City, the
Transportation Master Plan includes a series of actions to expand and enhance the pedestrian
network, develop safety and accessible crossings, create a more enjoyable walking experience,

and support walking initiatives.

TARGET

10% of all trips by
foot by 2038.
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Strategic Directi

r residents of all ages and abilities.

 STRATEGIC DIRECTION

)

Make walking accessible and enjoyable for residents of all ages and abilities.

ACTIONS ‘
1. EXPAND AND ENHANCE THE PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

Future Pedestrian Network. Ultimately it is ideal to have sidewalks on every street. In the

meantime, the Transportation Master Plan recommends filling the City’s sidewalk network
strategically. The construction of new sidewalks and enhancement of existing sidewalks should
be prioritized based on key destinations throughout the City, focusing on where there is the
greatest opportunity to increase the number of walking trips. Expanding and enhancing the
sidewalk network is recommended on all arterial and collector streets, as well as other streets
with higher pedestrian demand, such as areas around commercial land uses, schools, bus stops,

and parks.

The City’s short and medium term goals for a sidewalk network should prioritize:
»  Concrete sidewalks on at least one side of the streets near schools and parks, and along bus routes.
» Concrete sidewalks on both sides of all streets in Vibrant Centres, including local streets; and

> Concrete sidewalks on both sides of all arterial and collector streets;
62
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Where newroad infrastructureis constructed, oras part of anew developments, the Transportation
Master Plan recommends that all streets should be developed with sidewalks on both sides of
the street or that a comfortable walking environment, such as a woonerf street, be implemented.
Developers should be responsible for building or funding these sidewalks on all new streets and

large re-developments of properties.

The recommended sidewalk network is shown in the Priority Sidewalk Network Map. In the long

term the City’s goal is to have sidewalks on every street.
The pedestrian network should also include the following components:

Complete streets. The construction and enhancement of sidewalks provides the
opportunity to integrate pedestrian amenities, cycling infrastructure, innovative storm

water management techniques, utilities, and street beautification.

All ages and abilities. Sidewalks facilities that are developed or enhanced should support
all ages, abilities and needs, in addition to being pleasant and attractive to users. These
accessibility components include sidewalk widening, improved quality (surfacing), tactile
stripping, and curb letdowns. Regular maintenance, including snow clearing and repairs, is
also essential. These features increase accessibility for people with mobility challenges and

families with strollers.

Multi-use trails. Colwood’s vast network of multi-use pathways through the various parks
and open space areas is an incredible asset to encourage walkability amongst residents. As
mentioned before, the opportunity to enhance the usage of these trails is associated with
how well the multi-use trail network connects to roads which support active transportation

facilities and local greenways.

Pedestrians in many areas of the City find crossing larger roads uncomfortable. Crossings are also
where most pedestrian-vehicle collisions occur and making improvements at these locations
is an important priority to improve pedestrian safety. Difficult crossings can act as significant
barriers to walking, making trips much longer or creating safety issues, particularly for vulnerable

road users such as seniors, children, and people with physical and cognitive disabilities.

The City should prioritize the use of crossing enhancements within the sidewalk network where
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pedestrian demand is the greatest or where safety performance is poor. This can occur by tracking

public complaints on an ongoing basis and monitoring ICBC accident rates on an annual basis.
Actions to improve safety and accessibility of crossings throughout the City include:

Update street design guidelines in Subdivision Servicing Bylaw to increase pedestrian

visibility and safety at pedestrian crosswalks by:
standardizebasic designs,
consider crossing improvements where applicable,
reduce curb return radii,
increase pedestrian crossing times,
install accessible pedestrian push buttons and pedestrian countdown times, and

consider where appropriate, leading pedestrian intervals, pedestrian scrambles and
pedestrian activated signals.

Upgrade existing signals with accessible push buttons and audible signals at locations
prioritized in consultation with representatives from the mobility and visually-challenged

communities.

To make each trip within Colwood more attractive and enjoyable for walking, the City and its
partners should provide pedestrian amenities such as weather protection, street furniture, hard
and soft landscaping features, and pedestrian-oriented lighting within public and private spaces.
The City should support retail and other commercial frontages with broad sidewalks, street
furniture, landscaping, and/or outdoor café/restaurant seating. This can be achieved through

public investment or with private involvement during the development process.
Features that can enhance the pedestrian experience include:

Pedestrian design features such as public art, benches, community art projects, and

community based design initiatives that can be used to help highlight the emerging Vibrant
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VISUAL SUMMARY

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING TREATMENTS

ACCESSIBLE CURB

LETDOWNS ..,

PEDESTRIAN
REFUGE ISLANDS

MARKED
CROSSINGS.

" Critical

66

to provide access
between the sidewalk and
the street at intersections.
Where possible, separate curb

NARROWER
CROSSINGS- .

“+ e+ Using curb extensions, bus

bulges, and median islands can
be provided to reduce crossing

letdowns should be properly distances.  Curb extensions
aligned  with  crosswalks extend the sidewalk across
with  directional  guidance the curbside parking lane.
provided for those with visual Narrower crossings benefit
impairments. Tactile surfaces pedestrians by improving

can also be used to act as
indicators to pedestrians who
are visually impaired to alert
pedestrians that they are
approaching an intersection or
grade change.

Placed in the street at an
intersection or mid-block to
protect crossing pedestrians
from motor vehicles.The refuge
islands make the crossing the
road easier for pedestrians by
allowing them to cross in two
stages and to deal with one
direction of traffic flow at a
time.

Enhance the visibility and
safety of crossing pedestrians,
where  warranted.  Raised
crosswalks can also be used to
extend the level of the sidewalk
across the road and act as a
traffic calming measure.
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ACCESSIBLE
PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS

ENHANCED
CROSSINGS,

visibility and reducing crossing
distances, and can offer
opportunities for pedestrian
amenities, such as landscaping
and benches.

Can be used at signalized
intersections to assist
pedestrians with disabilities
and communicatewhentowalk
or not walk in visual formats,
such as pedestrian countdown
timers, or in non-visual formats,
such as through audible tones,
speech messages, or vibrating
surfaces. The use of braille on
pedestrian signals can also
enhance the accessibility of
intersection crossings.

Go beyond a painted crosswalk
and can include flashing
pedestrian warning beacons,
two-stage  crossings  and
pedestrian half signals, where
warranted.



Centres in Colwood. A tool to facilitate this process can be a public art policy, which can

guide the acquisition and installation of art in municipally-owned public spaces.

Pedestrian amenities that improve the attractiveness and comfort of pedestrian
environments include planters, garbage cans, public toilets and water fountains. These
amenities are essential to create commercial areas that are comfortable and interesting to

pedestrians.

Street trees should be incorporated into all sidewalks, as they can play an important role in
increasing pedestrian comfort and safety. This is particularly important for streets with high
pedestrian demand or where parking does not provide a buffer between the road and the
sidewalk. Street trees also help with air quality, reduce the urban heat island effect and add

shade in the summer.

Entrance and wayfinding features that invite pedestrians to visit and explore further.

The City should create and implement design guidelines that encourage, and in some cases

require, developers to provide amenities to enhance the pedestrian environment, including

building setbacks and weather protection, such as canopies or awnings.

Improved infrastructure is one component of the effort to shift travel habits. Education and

promotion are also important in sharing the benefits of shifting travel modes and providing

information to make walking as a form of transportation easier.

A majority of programs combine walking and cycling to support active transportation in general.

In many cases, the City should partner or support non-profit organizations and other agencies

who provide programs in this area.

Support initiatives may include:

Information about walking and cycling in Colwood, including walking maps, provided on

the City’s website.

Wayfinding systems to guide people to key activity areas by walking and biking. These

systems can be incorporated into current municipal infrastructure, such as utility boxes.
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Enhanced wa