


Accessible Parking –
A Quick Overview

 Introduction

 Current Status - CRD

 What we advocate For

 Challenges in Accessible Parking

 Next Steps



Who are we?



Provincial
Advocacy Partners

• Design Proving
• Regulatory Framework
• Education & Enforcement Initiatives

Social Planning & Research Council 
of BC (SPARC BC)

Members of the Legislative 
Assembly & other Politicians

• Accessible Parking Working Group
• Provincial Standards & Regulations

Spinal Cord Injury BC
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Presentation Notes
SPARC BC
Provincial legislation
Permit enforcement
Design charette with City of Vancouver dimensions
Legal opinions on issues including signage
SCI-BC
Working group for Provincial legislation
Identifying issues & creating a “wish list”
Reviewing legislation from other jurisdictions
MLAs
Raising awareness in legislature
Not just members who have disabilities




Capital Regional District Accessible 
Parking Requirements

No Accessible Parking Requirements
 Oak Bay

 Malahat CRD Electoral Area

 Victoria

BC Building Code or Lower Standard
 Victoria*

 View Royal

 Juan De Fuca CRD Electoral Area 

 Langford 

Building Code (dimensions) with Higher Supply 
Rate

 Saanich (2%)

 Colwood (2%)*

 Metchosin (2%)

 CRD Rural Resource lands (4%)

 Esquimalt (2%)
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CRD – No dimensions!
Rural Lands – 1 for 25 or 4%
JDF 1 space for 25-149 required – 0.7%!; only 3,6m wide (BCBC 3.7)
Malahat – no accessible parking requirement

Langford – 1st space at 25 or 30 stalls, then as per BCBC – therefore no additional required



Capital Regional District Accessible 
Parking Requirements

 Updated to reflect Accessibility 
Standards
 Sooke

 North Saanich

 Central Saanich

 Updates in Progress

 Sidney

 Colwood

 Victoria
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Sooke
3% for the first 100 stalls, then 2 per 100 or part thereof
Leaders in dimensions (4.9 and 5.2m combined width)
MVAR signage
North Saanich
3% PLUS 6% limited mobility parking
CSA B651 dimensions – may be too narrow for some side access vans
All designated accessible parking spaces meet CSA Van Accessible dimensions
MVAR signage
Central Saanich
4% (1 per 25/portion thereof)
1st & 3rd accessible parking spaces Van Accessible 
MVAR signage with Van Accessible tab
No reduction for parking variance
Sidney – Same is Central Saanich
Victoria & Colwood: Drafting bylaws for discussion
Victoria, Oak Bay and some CRD Electoral Areas – no requirement



What are the 
Basics?

Adequate space
Adequate supply rate
Consistent appearance
Reliable Access



Adequate Space
 BC Building Code  Accessibility Standards (AODA/ADA)
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Example: 100 stall parking lot
BC Building code – 1 3.7m wide “car” accessible space
Saanich – 2 Car accessible spaces




Consistent Appearance

 Motor Vehicle Act 
Regulations Signage

 Large, colour contrast 
pavement markings 
(ISA or DSA)

 Blue curbs
https://calgaryjournal.ca/2015/04/09/blue-curb-in-
downtown-calgary-reduces-illegal-parking/

P

30cm

60
cm
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MVAR Signage
Highway: (c) every private place or passageway to which the public, for the purpose of the parking or servicing of vehicles, has access or is invited,
MVAR sign: Empowers Division 38 of the Regulations
Authorises permit holders to use “disabled zones”
Informs on specific offences including:
Stopping or standing when not displaying a permit or transporting a PWD
Using a mutilated or defaced permit
Using someone else’s permit
Not covered in municipal bylaws
Municipal accessible parking use bylaws may not apply on private property


https://calgaryjournal.ca/2015/04/09/blue-curb-in-downtown-calgary-reduces-illegal-parking/


Adequate Supply

Consultants use:

 “Comparable Communities”

 Demand Observation

We use:

 “Example Communities”

 Accessibility Legislation

 Accessibility Standards

 Demographics

 Availability of Transit

 Accessibility of Transit

 Rural/Suburban/Urban

 Total parking supply rate

 Type of land use (eg, hospital)

Other Important Factors
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Comparable Communities
Not focused on accessibility
Demand Observation
Too many variables
Low demand may be caused by inaccessible facility or type of facility
Orthopaedic rehab facility (REBalance) has much higher demand than heavy industrial complex
Example Communities
Already updated accessible parking requirements
Accessibility Legislation
Accessibility Standards
Less bias of council/municipal staff
Less influence from development community
Supported by robust research and vetting process
Demographics
Recent report didn’t incorporate:
Vancouver 15% 65+, CS 26% 65+
Total Parking Supply Rate
Telus Ocean Centre
Victoria: 221 (5 car)
Nanaimo: 686 (15 Car)
Central Saanich: 615 (2 Van; 27 car)






Reliable Access
What else can we do to ensure accessibility?
 Education

 Community
 Municipalities
 Architects and Designers
 Permit users

 Enforcement
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Community
Why do we have accessible parking
Why is it not okay to use it “for just a minute” or as a loading zone
Offences for using accessible parking
Municipalities
Municipal officials often not familiar with accessible parking requirements
Need for enforcement – both by users and property owners misusing/not maintaining
“Multi-purpose” parking spaces are inappropriate and diminish messaging for accessible parking
Architects and Developers
Accessible Design needs to be incorporated from the beginning
How people use accessible elements – avoid problems
Permit users
Conditions of Permit use
PWD must enter or exit the vehicle; 
Don’t use expired or other person’s permit
With different types of accessible parking
Use the lowest level of accessible parking you need




Next Steps:

 Complete Bylaw Updates 
in Progress

 Continue to work with 
partners at provincial level

 What Community Next?
 How can we help you?



Basic Standard

• 1:25 (4%) based on total parking supply
before a parking variance is granted 

• Reducing rate for very large parking facilities
• 1st & 3rd stall meet Van Accessible design

Supply Rate

• Motor Vehicle Act Regulations signage
• Blue and white Van Accessible tab as required
• Pavement marked with ISA or DSA 1m x1m
• Pavement markings clearly visible
• Signage and markings maintained so clearly

visible

Markings

• Type A: (Van) 3.4m + 1.5m access aisle 
• Type B: (Car) 2.4m + 1.5m access aisle
• Access aisles may be shared

Minimum Dimensions

• Accessible parking supply based on total 
parking required before parking variances 

• Minimum of 1 accessible dimensioned stall; 
need not be marked in parking lots of less 
than 5 stalls.

• Safe, barrier free path of travel
• Reduced travel behind other parked vehicles
• Strata complexes – parking maintained as 

common property by covenant so that 
accessible stalls can be assigned based on 
need

Streets and Traffic Bylaws
• Define accessible parking as including 

adjacent access aisle
• Identify blocking a curb ramp as an offence

Additional Considerations



Resources:
 Access for Ontarians with Disabilities Act: Integrated Accessibility Standards

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/110191
 Americans with Disabilities Act Parking Requirements 

https://www.access-board.gov/ada/guides/chapter-5-parking/
 Central Saanich Land Use Bylaw (Sec 42 (5), (14, (15, (18)

https://www.centralsaanich.ca/municipal-hall/municipal-operations/bylaw-
enforcement/land-use-bylaw

 CSA B-651: Accessible Design for the Built Environment (PDF)
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/B651-18EN.pdf

 Newfoundland Building Accessibility Regulations 
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/regulations/rc961140.htm

 Newfoundland Accessible Parking regulations
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/Legislation/sr/regulations/rc190024.htm

 Richmond Technical Bulletin: Accessible Parking (PDF)
https://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/info4351350.pdf

 Sooke Land Use Bylaw (Section 4.9)
https://sooke.ca/i-want-to/find/property-zoning/

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/110191
https://www.access-board.gov/ada/guides/chapter-5-parking/
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/municipal-hall/municipal-operations/bylaw-enforcement/land-use-bylaw
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/B651-18EN.pdf
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/regulations/rc961140.htm
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/Legislation/sr/regulations/rc190024.htm
https://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/info4351350.pdf
https://sooke.ca/i-want-to/find/property-zoning/


Supply Rate

BC Building Code

 1  stall for every 100 (1%)

 First  space at 50th stall

 “Car”  stalls only

Example Legislation & Standards
Standard or Regulation Required Accessible 

Parking Spaces
Required Van Accessible 
Parking

Access for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act

13-100 space: 4%

101-200: 1 space +3%

201-1000: 2+2%

1000+: 1%

First space then every 
second space.  

Newfoundland Building 
Access Regulations

6%.  Every lot regardless 
of size must have one 
accessible parking space

First space must be van 
accessible, then 1/6

CSA B651* 2-50: 1-3

51-100: 2-4

101-200: 4-8

201-300: 5-10

301-500: 6-12

500+: 6-12 PLUS 1-3 per 
100 additional spaces

All spaces meet CSA Van 
Accessible Stadnard



Challenges

 Attitude
 Conflicting Priorities & 

Programs
Active Transportation
COVID Business Supports

 Consultants
 Maintaining Accessible 

Parking
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Attitude:
Not many people with disabilities (22% of Canadians – 2017 Survey on Disability)
PWD and Seniors don’t have money 	
Do PWD not have the right to enjoy a night out even if they have to save up?
Lots of wealthy seniors
Families that include PWD
Conflicting Prioirites and Programs
Active Transportation
Victoria – lost accessible parking; loss of transit accessibility
Seattle ADA design – not perfect, but provides accommodation
COVID Business Support Programs
Commercial use of parking lots to support physical distancing
CS – Maintain accessible path to business entrance & no reduction in accessible parking
Consultants
Don’t have deep grasp of accessibility issues and influences
Maintenance of Accessible parking
Signs & Symbols often not maintained
Used for storage – construction & snow




What is “Accessible Parking?”

 People with disabilities

 Permanent disabilities

 Temporary disabilities

 Age related disabilities

 Social circles of people with 
disabilities:

 Family

 Friends

 Colleagues & Caregivers

What is it?

 A bigger space!

 A regulated space!

 A tool to facilitate inclusion

 Education

 Employment

 Social and cultural activities

Who needs Accessible 
Parking
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